Chechens Say Russia Troops 
Commit Vengeful Brutalities 


By MICHAEL SPECTER 


Special to The New, 


GROZNY, Russia, Jan. 26 — There 
is blood on the badly scarred walls of 
38 Petropavlovskaya Street. It has 

. been there since Wednesday, neigh- 
bors said, when Russian special 
forces troops entered the courtyard 
and shot two brothers who had been 
accused of fighting against them. 

There was no resistance, accord- 
ing to several residents of the 
charred building who said today that 
they had seen the shooting. There 
was only rage and vengeance. Resi- 
dents of Grozny say Russian sol- 
diers, part of a force that was badly 
mauled in its early attempts to seize 
the capital of the secessionist region 
of Chechnya, have turned increas- 
ingly brutal now that they control 
large tracts of the city. 

“They came to our house and told 
us to get on our knees,” said Zoya 
Abdurashidova, a soft-spoken, eld- 
erly woman who said she lived on the 
same floor as the dead men. “We 
called the soldiers brothers, and they 
said, ‘What are you to us?’ They said 
their friends had all been killed here. 
But what are we guilty of?” 

Refugees leaving Grozny and resi- 


dents who are unable to flee the — 


burning city — which has no heat, 
water or electricity — provide simi- 
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lar tales of marauding soldiers who 
threaten them with death if they fail 
to turn over all their possessions. 
They say Russian troops, driven to 
avenge the deaths of hundreds — if 
not thousands — of their comrades, 
have taken to tossing hand grenades 
into the basements of apartment 
buildings without even checking to 
see who is hiding there. 

And they describe a growing effort 
to kill any young man who looks as if 
he might grab a rifle and shoot at 
them from one of the hundreds of 
blackened, smoking hulls that were 
once residences. 

Russian military officials, from 
Defense Minister Pavel S. Grachev 
on down, admit that the war has 
been badly conducted from the start, 
and commanders here acknowledge 
that some of their men have gotten 
out of hand. But they say they do not 
tolerate unwarranted violence or 
theft. 

“People have made some very se- 
rious accusations about the conduct 
of our soldiers,” said Col. Vladimir 
Mamontoy, one of the leaders of the 
Interior Ministry forces in Grozny, 
who spoke to two American report- 
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Facing pressure from the military, 
the Defense Secretary said a new 
round of base closings would be 
smaller than anticipated. A8 


COMMERCE SECRETARY CRITICIZED 


A House Republican asserted that 
the Ronald Brown had violated fi- 
nancial-disclosure requirements by 
not reporting $135,000 from a part- 
nership in 1993. Al 


MASSACHUSETTS MIRACLE II? 


Massachusetts, the state hit harder 
in the last recession than any other, 
is coming back. But this recovery is. 
different because smaller, little- 
known companies are generating 
the jobs. Al. 


MUSEUM EXPANSION PROPOSED 


The American Museum of Natural 
History is planning a major expan- 
sion in an attempt to compete with 
the new generation of interactive 
science museums. Al 


The Living Arts 


_ ARGUING FOR ARTS ENDOWMENT 


Jane Alexander, chairwoman of the 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
defended its role, but Republican 
Senators told her that she must set 
stricter standards. Bl 


Art: The music of Kandinsky. B1 


Film: “Tsahal.” Bl 
. “Before Sunrise.” B3 
“Miami Rhapsody.” B6 
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